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1796, continued .....ssse000008 Rean-ApMrmat or THE Buvg, with his Flag 
in the Vanguard. 

+++6Off Elba. 

-Off Civita Vecchia. 


Off the Ponza Islands. 

In Naples Bay. 

Off Messina. 

Off Syracuse. 

-Near Cape Passaro in Sicily. Proceeded to 
Alexandria. 
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Tit 


Barris or THe Nix. 

















— — 2nd 
to jm Aboukir Bay, (or Bequieres Roads.) 
— — 18th 
— — 19th Sailed, in company with the Culloden, Alex- 
ander, and Bonne Citoyenne, for Naples. 

— — 27th ........ ...Off Rhodes. 
— September Ist Off Candia. 
- - 15th Off Stromboli. 
- = 22nd Arrived at Naples 

to 
— October 14th } «At Naples. 
- - 15th .........Sailed for Malta with four Sail of the Line. 
— — — 24th 

to } -.. Off Malta. 
- - 30th 
- - 31st Sailed for Naples with the Minotaur. 
— November 5th 

to 

a ge foAt Naples. 


- - 22nd .,..,.Sailed with a small Squadron and Troops 
against Leghorn, which surrendered on 


the 28th. 
- = 28th 
ax 29th } ..Off Leghorn. 
- - 30th Sailed for Naples. 





to Family embarked for Palermo, and sailed 
-_ - 23rd on the 23rd. 
- - 26th ...... Arrived at Palermo. 


— December 5th i At Naples. On the 21st the King and Royal 
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1799, continued s.0+10000000 REAR-ADMIRAL OF THE Rep. 


in the evening. Summoned Fort St. Elmo 
to surrender. On the 29th he issued a pro- 
clamation requiring all who had served the 
Republic to give themselves up: Carracioli 
was brought on board the Foudroyant, tried 
there by Sicilian Officers, and executed on 
board the Sicilian Frigate La Minerva. 

On the 8th of July the King of Naples ar- 
rived, and on the 10th came on board thc 
Foudroyant, where he remained. On the 
18th Lord Nelson received Lord Keith's 
orders to send Ships to Minorca, with which 
he declined to comply. On the 31st, Capua 
and Gaeta surrendered to Captain Trou- 


bridge. 
— — 5th ...+++++Sailed from Naples for Palermo with the King 


—- — Sth... 





of Naples 
«Arrived at Palermo, and landed the King. 
At Palermo. On the 18th of August he was 
created Duxe or Bronte; and his Flag 
was on that day transferred to the Samuel 
and Jane Transport. 

















6 LETTERS. (1798. 


TO MRS. COLLINGWOOD. 
[Autograph, in the possession of the Honourable Mrs. Newnham Collingwood.} 
90, Bond Street, March 12th, 1796. 
Dear Madam, 

As Iam going to Lisbon in a few days, if you have any 
parcels to send to my old and dear friend Collingwood, I beg 
I may be honoured with them. Hoping some future day to 
be known to you, believe me, 

Your most affectionate, humble servant, 
Horatio NELson. 


TO THE REVEREND EDMUND NELSON, BATII. 
(From Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. 49.) 


London, 14th March, 1798. 
My dear Father, 


I thank you for your affectionate letter, as indeed yours 
always are; and I hope in a few months to return with the 
olive branch, and to find you in as good a state as when we 
parted. I have this day taken Icave of the King; and on 
Saturday I expect to be ordered to leave Town for Ports- 
mouth, where I hope I shall not remain forty-eight hours, 
but my movements now depend on Jord Spencer. Lady 
Nelson intends setting out for Bath the same moment I do 
for Portsmouth. At all times, and in all places, believe me 
ever, with the truest filial affection, your dutiful Son, 

; Horatio NEtson. 


MEMORANDUM. 
_ (Original, in the Admiralty.) 
To discharge from the Vanguard into the Royal William 
such men as are at the Hospital, and to have the Vanguard’s 


complement completed before she proceeds to sca,—March 
27th. Horatio Netson. 





















































24 LETTERS. (1798, 


Core, E. by S., and shall remain there twenty-four hours; 
from thence to the southward, towards Naples, Not finding 
the Alexander or Orion in cight and forty hours, the Leander 
to join me with alk possible dispatch, ‘To fire a gun every 
half-hour during the night, and carry a light at each mast- 
head. The Leander to show a top and stern light during 


this night. Iloratio Nexson. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINC 





ENT, K.B. 


cProm Clarke and M‘Arthur, vol. ii. p. GO. On the 19th of May, 1718, Lord St. 
Vincent reecived most ret Instructions from the Admiralty, dated on the 2nd 
of that month, which, afer stating that * the state of affairs rendered it absolutely 
necessary that the Fleet aud Armament fitting at Toulon should be prevented from 
accomplishing its object,” and that their Lordships had in consequence reinforecd 
twith eight Sail of the Line and two Fire Ships, under Rear-Admiral Sir 
tis, proceeded thu 














ing Iwen joined by tke Rear Admiral, and the Ships above-mentioned, your 
Lordship is to lose no time in detaching from your Fleet a Squadron, consisting of 
‘ail of the Line. and a competent number of Frigates, under the command of 
into the Mediterrancan, with instructions to him to 
Tin quest ef the said Armament; and on falling in with it, or any other 
ce belonging to the Knemy, to take or destroy it, Your Lordship is to dircet 
the Commanding Officer of the above-meutioned Squadron, to remain upon this 
service so long as the provisions of the said Squadron will last, or as long ax be 
may be enatled to obtain: supplies from any of the perts in the Mediterranean, aud 
when, from the want of provisions, or any other circumstance, he shall be no 
lon able to remain within the Straits, to lose no time in rejoining you. — 
Ori the on Papers. ‘These Instrnetions were accompanied by a 
private and contidential Lettor from Lond Spencer, dated on the 20h of April 179%, 
of which Churke and MeArthur give the following abstract Tt dwells at consi- 
derable length on the late proceedings of the Cabinet, the state of the Continent, 
and the probable itentions of the French armament at Toulon, The appear- 
ance of a British Squadron in the Mediterranean, was declared to be a condition 
on which the fate of Europ that moment depended; every nerve was to be 
strained, and considerable hazard incurred, in ng itz yet Government en- 
tively eft it to Lord St. Vincent’« determination, either to make a Detachment from 
his Fleet, or te take iterrancan ; and the defeat of 
the purpose of the Toulon armament, whatever it might be, was to lave a pre- 
ference to the great advantages whieh had hitherto heen obtained, from the con- 
mt check whieh the noble Admiral had kept on the Spanish Fleet in Cadiz. 
This check, however, was if possible to be continued: and it’ was hoped that 
it might be found practicable to send a Detachment from the Fleet into the 
Mediterranean suficiently strong to attain the end proposed. ‘If you determine,’ 
alds Lord Spencer, ‘to send a Detachment, 1 think it almost mmecessary to 
suggest to you the propriety of putting it under the command of Sir H. Nelson, 
whoxe aeqnaiutance ¥ smrt of the world, as well as his activity and dix- 
Position seem to td ® peculiar manner for tliat service. We shall 





twelve 
some disereet Flag-Oifcer, 
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28 LETTERS. [1798. 


nor were all the troops embarked. You may be assured I 
will fight them the moment I can reach their Fleet, be they 


at anchor, or under sail. Iam, &c., 
Ilonatio NELson. 





TO HIS EXCELLENCY SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.B. 


[Letter Book.] 


Vanguard, off Elba, June 12th, 1798. 
My dear Sir, 

If the Transfer Sloop of War has arrived at Naples, you 
will know that the British Flect is in the Mecditerrancan, and 
that I have the honour of commanding it. It has been a 
misfortune that a Fleet was not ordered a fortnight sooner; 
but, no blame attaches itself anywhere, and from Sir Roger 
Curtis’ junction with Lord St. Vincent, we are much sooner 
on the Coast of Italy than could have been expected. But I 
hope we are in good time to save Naples or Sicily from 
falling into the hands of the Enemy. I beg you will assure 
the King and Qucen of Naples that I will not lose one mo- 
ment in fighting the French Flect, and that no person can 
have a more ardent desire of serving them and of fulfilling the 
orders of the good and great King our Master. As I am not 
quite clear, from General Acton’s Letters to you of April 3rd 
and 9th, what co-operation is intended by the Court of Naples, 
I wish to know perfectly what is to be expected, that I may 
regulate my movements accordingly, and beg clear answers to 
the following questions and requisitions :— 

Are the Ports of Naples and Sicily open to his Majesty's 
Flect? Wave the Governors orders for our free admission? 
and for us to be supplied with whatever we may want? 

Tf it is convenient, I much wish for some Frigates and other 
fast-sailing Vessels, for, by a fatality,* all mine have left me. 
I want information of the French Flect; for I hope they 
have passed Naples, I want good Vilots—say six or cight, 
for the Coast of Sicily, the Adriatic, or for whatever place 
the Enemy’s Fleet may be at; for I mean to follow them if 


® See p. 29, ante. 











32 LETTERS, L1798. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF 8T, VINCENT, K.B. 


[Letter-Book.] 
Vanguard, off the Islands of Ponze, June 15th, 1798. 
My Lord, 

T have the honour to acquaint you of my arrival here with 
the whole Linc-of-Battle Ships, the Fifty, and Brig, all in the 
most perfect health. I am sending Captain Troubridge in the 
Mutine to sec Sir William [Iamilton and General Acton, and 
to get accounts of the French Fleet. I shall lay with the 
Squadron off Ischia till Captain Troubridge’s return, when 
not a moment shall be lost in pursuing the Enemy, and 
bringing them to Action. With the highest respect, believe 


me, your Lordships most obedient servant, 
Horatio Ngtson. 


TO ADMIRAL THE EARL OF ST. VINCENT, K.B. 


[Autograph draught, in the Nelson Papers and “ Letter-Book.”] 


Vanguard, off Naples, 1th June, 1798, 
My Lord, 
I have only to assure yon, I will bring the French Fleet to 
Action the moment I can lay my hands on them. Till then, 


Adieu. Believe me, &c. 
Horatio Netson, 


TO THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILLIAM HAMILTON, K.B. 


[Letter-Book. “ Sunday, 17th June.—At 8 a.m. hove-to in the Bay of Naples. 
At II, reecived a Letter from Sir William Hamilton, by a boat from Naples; re- 
turned an answer by the same boat. Fleet in Company."—Journal.] 


Vanguard, Naples Bay, eleven o'clock, 17th June. 
My dear Sir, 

Your Letter by the Boat yesterday did not come to me, 
but I am just favoured with yours of yesterday. Captain 
Troubridge will say everything I could put in a ream of 
paper. I have only to observe, in my present state, if I meet 
the Enemy at Sea, the Convoy will get off, for want of Fri- 
gates. I submit this to you, to urge General Acton upon. 





34 LETTERS. (1798. 


But, if I have Gun and Mortar Boats, with Fire-Ships, it is 
most probable they may be got at: for, although I hope the 
best, yet it is proper to be prepared for the worst, (which, 
I am sure, all this Flect would feel,) the escape of the Enemy 
into Port. My distress for Frigates is extreme ; but I cannot 
help myself, and no one will help me. But, thank God, I 
am not apt to feel difficulties. Pray, present my best respects 
to Lady Hamilton. ‘ell her, I hope to be presented to her 
crowned with laurel or cypress. But God is good, and to 
Him do T commit myself’ and our Cause, Ever believe me, 
my dear Sir, your obliged and faithful 
Horatio NExson. 


TO THE MOST ILLUSTRIOUS THE GRAND MASTER OF MALTA, 
(Letter-Book.} 


lis Britannic Majesty's Ship Vauguani, off Mesnina, 20th June, 1798. 
Most Illustrious Sir, 

It is with particular satisfaction I have the honour to 
acquaint you I am making all possible dispatch with the 
Squadron of his Britannic Majesty under my command to- 
wards Malta, with a full determination to prevent your Island 
from falling into the hands of the common Enemy. I there- 
fore trust you will be pleased to give directions to assemble 
all your Ships of War, Fire-ships, Bombs, Galleys, &c., imme- 
diately, to form a speedy junction with me the moment 1 
appear off Malta (which I expect will be on Friday next) for 
the better insurance of success, as no time must be lost in 
destroying the French Fleet. I have the honour to be, &c., 

Tloratio NeEtson. 


TOWIS EXCELLENCY THE RIGHT HONOURABLE SIR WILLIAM 
HAMILTON, K.B. 


[Letter Book.] 
: Vangnaid, off the Faro of Messina, June 20th, 1798. 
My dear Sir, 
T have thought so much, and heard so much, of the French, 
since I left Naples, that I should feel culpable, was I for a 



































46 LETTERS. [1798, 


TO THE COMMANDERS OF ANY OF HIS MAJESTY’S SHIPS, 
[Letter-Book.] 


Sir, Vanguard, Syracuse, 22nd July, 17104, 
Resting with the greatest confidence that had the French 
Fleet proceeded to the westward from Malta, that his 
Majesty’s Minister at Naples would have taken care to have 
lodged information for me in every Port in Sicily, knowing I 
was gone to the eastward, I now acquaint you that I shall 
steer direct for the Island of Cyprus, and hope in Syria to 

find the French Flect. Iam, &c. 
Horatio Netson. 


Having received some vague information of the Enemy, 
I shall steer to the north of Candia, and probably send a 
Ship to Milo, and if the Enemy are not in those seas, I shall 
pass on for Cyprus, Syria, and Egypt.* 


* At the end of the Copy of this Letter in the “ Letter- Book,” which Book was 
long in Lady Hamilton's possession, she wrote:—* The Queen's Letter, privately 
got by me, got him and hin Fleet victnulled aud watered in a few days.—Kaaa 
Hamiitos.” It appears from the Lettera to Sir William Hamilton, of the 22nd 
and 23rd of July (pp. 47 and 48) that Nelson was not aware that any private onder 
for supplying his Squadron had been issued; and as those Letters (which are 
unquestionably authentic) do not agree with the other Letter in p. 47, to Sir Wil- 
Yiam and Lay Hamilton, a suspicion arises as to its genuineness, which is strength- 
ened by the facts that Harrigon was then endeavouring to support Lady Hamilton's 
claim to a pension, founded mainly on her having obtained an order for vietual- 
ling Nelson's Squadron; that the classical allusion is not in Nelson's style; and 
that the conclusion is in nearly the same words as occur in the Letter in p. 34. If 
the Letter, which Harrison calls “a secret epistle,” was a forgery, it was a clumsy 
one, as he also printed the Letter to Sir William Hamilton, in p. 47. 

The Supplies, however obtained, were made the subject of a spirited protest from 
Monsienr La Cheze, Chargé des Affaires of the Freneh Republic at Naples, ina 
Letter to the Murquis de Gallo, dated, “Naples, 17 Thermidor, An. 6,” (August 4, 
1794.) On the same day, he also called the Marquis’s attention to the fret, that 
the Portuguese Squadron, a4 well as our Ships “Le Lion de (4 canons, Le George 
Thomson de Ix, la Fregute In Dorothée de 40, prise faite par le méme vais 
sea le Lion,” were also at that moment moored in the Road of Naples, contrary to 
the third Article of the ‘Treaty of Peace, which provided, that no more than four 
Ships of the Line of any Enemy of the Republic should be there at one time. 




































































66 LETTERS, : (1798. 
to grace our victory. She was completely beat, and I am sure had strack her 
Colours before she took fire; for as she had lost her main and mizen masts, and on 
her Flag-staff which Hood cut from her wreck was no Flag, it must be true that the 
Flag was hauled down or it would have been entangled with the rigging, or some 
remnant remained at the mast-head.” 


The immense importance of the Victory of the Nile to the affairs of Europe, its 
unprecedented completeness, and the great event which it forms in the Life of 
Nelson, impart to it so much general interest, that a few pages will doubtless be 
considered well occupied with some additional illustrations of the event, and more par- 
ticularly, with those manifestations of Royal and National Gratitude, with which 
Nelson and his Companions were rewarded. 

The following Letters to Nelson were written by Captains of Ships which particu- 
larly distinguished themselves: the first was from Captain Gould of the Audacious, 
and was written during the heat of the Battle :-— 


10 SIR HORATIO KELGON, X.B. 
“Sir, “ Audacious, Ist August, 1798. 

“T have the satisfaction to tell you the French Ship Le Conquérant has struck 
to the Audacious, and I have her in possession. The slaughter on board her 
ia dreadful: her Captain is dying. We have but one killed, but a great many" 
wounded. Our fore and main-mast are wounded, but I hope not very bad. They 
tell me the foremast is the worst. I give you joy. This is a glorious Victory. 1 
am, with the utmost respect, yours in haste, “D. Goutp.”* 

The following Letter was from Captain Foley of the Goliat 

“My dear Sir Horatio, “2nd August, 1798. 

“ After congratulating you on the most signal Victory possibly to be gained at sea, I 
take leave to inquire after your wound, which I trust will not be of serious conse- 
quence. I should not have waited the message you sent me to give assistance to the 
Theseus, could I have secured my main-mast sooner. The dread of losing it and 
the appearance of so little defence on the side of the Fuemy this morning, induced 
me to be so Inte in heaving my anchor. The rigging more than the mast is the 
damaged part. I shall send a Boat to sound towards the Ships which still keep 
French colours up, and so soon as I can get the soundings I will endeavour to get 
nearer them. As far as I can at present collect, the killed on board the Goliath 


are seventeen, with thirty-three wounded. 1 have the honour to be, dear Sir, your 
faithful and obedient servant, * “Tu. Forey.” 





The next two Letters are from Captain Berry (Nelson's Flag-Captain) to Captain 
Miller of the Theseus: : 
“ My dear Miller, “Vanguard, 2nd August. 
“There is but one heart and one soul in this glorious Victory ; your very handsome 
condnet we saw, and felt; the Admiral is conscious of your doing right, and leaves it 
toyouto order. He congratulates and thanks you,—hopes your wounds are of no con- 
Requence, as you say; Sir Horatio, I believe, to be out of danger, though his wound is, 
in the head, and he has been sick. Send a letter or a word to me for your wife as I 
may soon be off. God bless you, my dear friend, Ever yours most truly, 
EK. Bern’ 
“ My dear Miller, “Vanguard, 3rd August. 
“1am desired Ly Sir Horatio to say, you are to take the whole charge of the 
dismasted Prize you are near—He knows she is badly off for ground tackling, and 











© Autograph, in the Nelson Papers. 


















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































276 LETTERS. [1799. 


DISPOSITION OF THE SQUADRON UNDER THE COMMAND OF 
REAR-ADMIRAL LORD NELSON, K.B. 


[Letter-Book.] 


Le Tigre 
Theseus 
Lion 
Seahorse 
Culloden 

Zealous 

Swiftsure 

Alliance 

Perseus 

Bull-dog | Bombs 
Alexander | 


Blockading Alexandria. 


On their way from Alexandria. 


Audacious 
Goliath 
Emerald 
Incendiary | 
Strombolo ! 
Bellerophon, going with Convoy to Leghorn. 
Vanguard, at Palermo. 

Minotaur 
Terpsichore 
Bonne Citoyenne, gone to Constantinople. 
La Matine, at Minorca, refitting. 

San Leon, gone with Convoy to Venice. 
Santa Dorotca, with the Convoy for Gibraltar. 


Blockading Malta. 


} At Leghorn, hourly expected at Palermo. 


DISPOSITION OF THE PORTUGUESE SQUADRON. 
Il Principe Real, expected at Palermo from carrying troops 
to Messina. 
» Affonco, with Captain Ball, off Malta. 
A Rainha, gone with the French Princesses to Trieste 
from Brindisi. 
St. Sebastian, at Messina. 
Benjamin, with Captain Ball, off Malta. 
Balloon, with Minotaur at Leghorn. 
Netson. 















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































APPENDIX, 527 


passer les Offices convenables, je m'en acquitte avec beaucoup de plaisir et d'em- 
pressement, en ayant I'honneur de m'addresser a cet effét A votre Excellence, et en 
Ia suppliant d’avoir la bonté de prendre les ordres de Sa Majesté pour Sa graciense 
permission. 
«« Sai ’honneur d’étre, avec les sentimens de la plus haute considération, &c. 
“ CasTELCIOaLa.” 


END OF VOL, Il. 


- &. C. Savill, Printer, 4, Chandos Street, Covent Garden. 
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